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NCI CRCHD Partnerships to Advance Cancer Health Equity Program Interactive Virtual 
Technical Assistance Workshop Agenda 

July 15, 2020 | 11:00 AM – 4:30 PM ET 
 
 

Workshop Objective: The Technical Assistance Workshop (TAW) will provide an interactive, skills-
building, virtual workshop for select PACHE postdoctoral fellows, early stage investigators, and new 
investigators. 

• Grantsmanship support (via 5 hours of didactic and interactive skills-building sessions)  
• One-on-one meeting with the CURE) program director who manages the CURE funding 

opportunity 
• One-on-one meeting with an NCI program director who manages the NCI grants portfolio in 

their area of research 
 

Time Topic 

11:00 – 11:20 am  Welcome/TAW Overview 
Mary Ann S. Van Duyn, PhD, MPH: NCI Center to Reduce Cancer Health Disparities 
Peter Ogunbiyi, DVM, PhD: NCI Center to Reduce Cancer Health Disparities 

11:20 – 11:45 am  Introduction to the Grants Process: Effective Grant Writing Strategies  
Speaker: Anil Wali, PhD: NCI Center to Reduce Cancer Health Disparities 

11:45 am – 1:00 pm   Biosketch and Environment: Effective Grant Writing Strategies     
Facilitator: Mary Ann S. Van Duyn, PhD, MPH: NCI Center to Reduce Cancer Health Disparities 
Speaker: John Ojeifo, MD, PhD: NCI Center to Reduce Cancer Health Disparities 

1:00 – 1:10 pm  Break 
1:10 – 2:25 pm  Specific Aims/Research Strategy: Effective Grant Writing Strategies 

Facilitator: Samson Y. Gebreab, PhD, MSc: NCI Center to Reduce Cancer Health Disparities  
Speaker: Tiffany Wallace, PhD: NCI Center to Reduce Cancer Health Disparities  
Discussants:  

• Brandy Heckman-Stoddard, PhD: NCI Division of Cancer Prevention 
• Damali Martin, PhD: NCI Division of Cancer Control and Population Sciences 
• Joanna Watson, PhD: NCI Division of Cancer Biology 

2:25 – 2:55 pm  Summary Panel Discussion/Q&A: Program Directors 
Facilitator: Peter Ogunbiyi, DVM, PhD: NCI Center to Reduce Cancer Health Disparities 

2:55 – 3:05 pm Break  
3:05 – 4:20 pm K Award Career Development Plan: Effective Grant Writing Strategies 

Facilitator: Hana Odeh, PhD: NCI Center to Reduce Cancer Health Disparities  
Speaker: Mulualem E. Tilahun, DVM, PhD: NCI Center to Reduce Cancer Health Disparities 

4:20 – 4:30 pm  Wrap-up/Concluding Remarks  
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About PACHE 
 
Initiated in 2001, the Partnerships to Advance Cancer Health Equity (PACHE) is a program that provides 
institutional awards for the development of partnerships between institutions serving underserved 
health disparity populations and underrepresented students (ISUPS) and NCI-designated Cancer Centers 
(CCs). Each partnership is expected to conduct cancer and cancer health disparities research, develop 
and implement cancer research experiences and research education for scientists and students, and 
effectively conduct outreach and disseminate cancer advances to underserved communities. If you are 
interested in more information, contact the principal investigators listed in the PACHE Project Listing.  
 
What PACHE Does 
 
The PACHE program is designed to: 
 

• Increase the participation of the ISUPS in cancer research and research training. 
• Increase the involvement and effectiveness of NCI-designated CCs in developing effective 

research, education, and outreach programs to encourage diversity among competitive 
researchers and reduce cancer health disparities. 

 
These partnerships foster and support intensive collaborations to develop stronger cancer programs 
intended to increase understanding of cancer health disparities that disproportionately affect racial and 
ethnic minority and socioeconomically disadvantaged populations. 
 
The PACHE program charges participating ISUPS and NCI-designated Cancer Centers with combining 
their different areas of expertise to develop mutually beneficial partnerships. These partnerships are 
expected to achieve the following general objectives: 
 

1. Increase the participation of ISUPS in the nation’s cancer research and research training 
enterprise. 

2. Produce more competitive grant applications from underrepresented scientists. 
3. Increase competitive research capacity of ISUPS. 
4. Increase the role of CCs in augmenting education related to underserved populations. 
5. Develop more effective outreach and education programs that will have an impact on 

underserved populations and individuals from underrepresented backgrounds. 
6. Enhance research in cancer health disparities at CCs. 
7. Identify and share innovative methods and approaches that strengthen and sustain each 

partnership. 
 
The PACHE program targets cancer research, cancer education, and cancer outreach. The PACHE grants 
support pilot and full research projects for a maximum period of three years, after which they are 
expected to be developed into independent projects supported by a traditional NIH/NCI peer-reviewed 
funding mechanism (i.e., R01/R21/U01, etc.) or other competitive funding support. 
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PACHE Funding Mechanisms/Opportunities 
 
The PACHE establishes its partnerships through two different mechanisms: the Feasibility Studies to 
Build Collaborative Partnerships in Cancer Research (P20 Clinical Trial Not Allowed) and the 
Comprehensive Partnerships to Advance Cancer Health Equity (CPACHE) (U54 Clinical Trial Optional). 
 
P20 
 
The P20 mechanism is designed to facilitate the planning and execution of focused collaborations in 
cancer-related research, research experience, and research education. A major goal of the NCI P20 
partnership programs is to provide support for investigators at ISUPS and Cancer Centers (or other 
institutions with highly organized, integrated research efforts focused on cancer) to conduct cancer 
research and cancer research education programs. The pilot projects and education programs are 
planned to allow awardees to obtain preliminary data that will lead to competitive applications for 
funding by NIH/NCI and/or other federal/non-federal agencies. 
 
U54 
 
The U54 mechanism develops and maintains comprehensive, long-term, and mutually beneficial 
partnerships between ISUPS and NCI-designated CCs. The institutions in each partnership are expected 
to work collaboratively to: 1) increase the cancer research and cancer research education capacity of the 
ISUPS; 2) increase the number of students and investigators from underrepresented populations 
engaged in cancer research; 3) improve the effectiveness of CCs in developing and sustaining research 
programs focused on cancer health disparities; 4) increase the number of investigators and students 
conducting cancer health disparities research; and 5) develop and implement cancer-related activities 
that benefit the surrounding underserved communities. 
 
 
  

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-18-911.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-18-767.html
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Partnerships to Advance Cancer Health Equity (PACHE) Partnerships 
 

P20 Partnerships 
University of Houston  
Baylor College of Medicine  
Langston University  
University of North Texas Health Science Center 
University of Houston  
MD Anderson Cancer Center  
Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center  
H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center  
University of California at Riverside 
Beckman Research Institute/City of Hope 
Howard University  
Georgetown University  
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U54 Partnerships 
Northern Arizona State University 
University of Arizona Cancer Center 
University of Massachusetts, Boston 
Dana-Farber/Harvard Cancer Center Partnership 
North Carolina Central University 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer 
Center 
Tennessee State University 
Meharry Medical College 
Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center 
Tuskegee University 
Morehouse School of Medicine 
University of Alabama Birmingham Comprehensive Cancer Center 
Ponce School of Medicine and Public Health 
H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center 
New Mexico State University 
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center 
City College of New York 
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
University of Puerto Rico Cancer Center, Medical Sciences Campus 
University of Texas-MD Anderson Cancer Center 
Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science 
University of California, Los Angeles 
University of Guam  
University of Hawaii Cancer Center 
San Diego State University 
University of California, San Diego Moores Cancer Center 
Northeastern Illinois University 
Northwestern University 
University of Illinois at Chicago 
South Carolina State University 
Medical University of South Carolina Hollings Cancer Center 
Hunter College and Temple University 
Fox Chase Cancer Center 
Florida Agricultural & Mechanical University 
University of Florida 
University of Southern California Norris CCC 
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National Cancer Institute Grants 
Process 
Grant Application Development, 
Submission, Review, & Award 
View infographic online 
 

  

  

 

 

https://www.cancer.gov/grants-training/apply-grant/grants-application-infographic
https://www.cancer.gov/grants-training/apply-grant/grants-application-infographic
https://www.cancer.gov/grants-training/apply-grant/grants-application-infographic
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NIH Grants Process At-A-Glance 
View infographic online 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/2014%20NCURA%20OER%20Grant%20Process%20At-A-Glance.pdf
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NIH Grants Process Top Ten 
 

Getting Connected: Online Resources  
1. NIH Homepage 
2. NIH Grants Homepage 
3. NIH Institutes and Centers 
4. RePORT (Funded research info) 
5. RePORTER (Portfolios of funded research) 
6. eRA Commons (eSubmission) 
7. Applying Electronically 
8. The NIH Guide  
9. Application Basics  
10. Grants.gov (Federal grant initiatives) 

 
Most Common Components of NIH-Funded Applications 

1. New or original ideas with potential for scientific impact 
2. Projects of high scientific caliber 
3. Solid qualifications for the investigator and key personnel 
4. A clear statement of need or problem statement 
5. Pilot data (essential for R01; less critical for Fs and Ks) 
6. A focused, incisive research plan 
7. A defined budget plan 
8. Knowledge of published relevant work 
9. Experience in the essential methodology 
10. Future direction and contingency plans 

 
Helpful Hints for Submitting a Successful Proposal 

1. Understand the NIH grants process. 
2. Begin with a good idea. Ask yourself: 

• Will your idea advance scientific knowledge? 
• What do your colleagues think? 
• Did you talk to an NIH Program Official? 

3. Check out funding opportunities, Institute/Center priorities, and currently funded projects. 
4. Determine your institution’s submission policies. Ensure you meet all registration requirements well 

before applying. 
5. Find out if you are a new or early stage Investigator (special opportunities available). 
6. Learn what works and what doesn’t work in applications. The scope of the project should be reasonable 

and the research plan well written. Be clear about why the research is important. 
7. Develop collaborations to fill in gaps and be explicit about them in your proposal. 
8. Determine the appropriate application, review funding opportunity announcement details, read the 

application guide instructions, and don’t be afraid to ask questions. 
9. Make a good impression by creating a reviewer-friendly proposal. Use text, tables, and section headers to 

help with organization.  
10. If at first, you don’t succeed...try again! Use your Summary Statement to improve your next grant 

application, talk to NIH Program Officials for guidance, and review the guidelines for resubmitting an 
amended application.  
 

And remember, NIH staff and NIH’s websites are here to help!  
 

http://www.nih.gov/
https://grants.nih.gov/
https://www.nih.gov/icd/
https://report.nih.gov/index.aspx
https://projectreporter.nih.gov/
https://era.nih.gov/commons/index.cfm
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/ElectronicReceipt/
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/index.html
https://www.grants.nih.gov/grants/grant_basics.htm
https://www.grants.gov/
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Grants Process: Quick View 
View infographic online 

 

  

https://www.cancer.gov/sites/g/files/xnrzdm211/files/styles/cgov_enlarged/public/cgov_infographic/900/000/files/grants-process-overview-infographic.gif?itok=FEIeTNAZ
https://www.cancer.gov/sites/g/files/xnrzdm211/files/styles/cgov_enlarged/public/cgov_infographic/900/000/files/grants-process-overview-infographic.gif?itok=FEIeTNAZ
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Tips and Tools for Applying for Grants 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS)  

and Federal Sources 

Grants.gov  
This is an online resource where you can search for and apply for grants. 
 
Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) Privacy Act 
This page provides information on HIPAA rules and policies. 

NCI Resources 

Division of Extramural Activities (DEA) 
Learn about NCI's funding opportunities, research resources, advisory boards, and more. 

Grant Application Submission 
Find information about NCI's basic funding, forms and instructions, specific grant mechanisms and 
descriptions, review processes, and more. 

The NCI Grants Process 
Learn more about how National Cancer Institute grants are awarded and administered. 

NCI Contacts for Applicants 
Find contact information of Offices and Centers in the NCI Office of the Director and NCI Divisions. 

NIH Resources 

Center for Scientific Review (CSR) 

Grants & Funding: Format Attachments 
Instructions are provided on proper formatting for application attachments, including information on 
citations, font style, font size, line spacing, page limits, file size limitations, and much more. 
 
Grants Policy & Compliance 
Find information about NIH's grants policies and requirements for grantees, including specific policy 
topic pages. 
 
Grants Policy & Guidance: Scoring Guidance 
 
Grant Writing Tip Sheets 
Links are provided to various NIH Institutes’ guides and tip sheets. 
 
Guide to Grants and Contracts 
Learn about types of grants, contracts, and loan repayment programs, as well as about NIH's budget 
process, grant funding strategies and policies, and more. 
 

http://www.grants.gov/
http://www.hhs.gov/ocr/hipaa/
http://deainfo.nci.nih.gov/index.htm
http://www.cancer.gov/grants-training/grants-process/application
http://www.cancer.gov/grants-training/grants-process
http://www.cancer.gov/grants-training/grants/contacts
https://public.csr.nih.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://public.csr.nih.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/format-and-write/format-attachments.htm
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/policy.htm
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/review/rev_prep/scoring.htm
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/review/rev_prep/scoring.htm
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/grant_tips.htm
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/index.html
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New and Early Stage Investigator Policies 
This page provides information on policies that support new investigators, as well as investigators early 
in their careers (Early Stage investigators or ESIs). 
 
NIH Grant Application Guides 

Career Development (K) Application Guide 
Fellowship (F31) Application Guide 

 
NIH CSR Video - 8 Ways to Successfully Navigate NIH Peer Review and Get a Fellowship Grant 

NIH Grants Getting Connected Page 
The NIH Office of Extramural Research offers a variety of ways to stay connected and informed about 
the latest news affecting the extramural research community using social media. 

NIH Grants YouTube Page 

NIH RePORTER 

Plan Your Application 
 
 

  

http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/new_investigators/index.htm
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/forms-d/career-forms-d.pdf
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/forms-d/fellowship-forms-d.pdf
https://youtu.be/_Gr-D68NawQ
https://youtu.be/_Gr-D68NawQ
https://grants.nih.gov/news/subscribe-and-follow/social_media.htm
https://www.youtube.com/user/NIHgrants
https://projectreporter.nih.gov/reporter.cfm
https://projectreporter.nih.gov/reporter.cfm
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/planning_application.htm
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NIH Funding, Training, and Career Opportunities 
 

Fogarty International Center (FIC)  
 
National Cancer Institute (NCI)  
 
National Center for Complementary and Integrative Health (NCCIH)  
 
National Eye Institute (NEI)  
 
National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute (NHLBI)  
 
National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI)  
 
National Institute on Aging (NIA)  
 
National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA)  
 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID)  
 
National Institute of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases (NIAMS)  
 
National Institute of Biomedical Imaging and Bioengineering (NIBIB)  
 
National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD)  
 
National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication Disorders (NIDCD)  
 
National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research (NIDCR)  
 
National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases (NIDDK)  
 
National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA)  
 
National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS)  
 
National Institute of General Medical Sciences (NIGMS)  
 
National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH)  
 
National Institute on Minority Health and Health Disparities (NIMHD)  
 
National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke (NINDS)  
 
National Institute of Nursing Research (NINR)  
 

https://www.fic.nih.gov/Funding/Pages/Fogarty-Funding-Opps.aspx
https://www.cancer.gov/researchandfunding/cancertraining
https://nccih.nih.gov/training
https://nei.nih.gov/training
https://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/research/training
https://www.genome.gov/careers-training
https://www.genome.gov/careers-training
https://www.nia.nih.gov/research/dea/research-training-and-career-award-support
https://www.niaaa.nih.gov/ResearchInformation/ExtramuralResearch
https://www.niaid.nih.gov/about/careers-training-opportunities
https://www.niams.nih.gov/Funding/Funding_Opportunities/activity_codes.asp
https://www.nibib.nih.gov/Training
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/training/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.nidcd.nih.gov/research/training/
https://www.nidcr.nih.gov/CareersAndTraining/
https://www.niddk.nih.gov/research-funding/training-career-development
https://www.drugabuse.gov/researchtraining/traininghome.html
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/careers/research/trainingfrom/index.cfm
https://www.nigms.nih.gov/Training/
https://www.nimh.nih.gov/funding/training/index.shtml
https://www.nimhd.nih.gov/funding/nimhdFO.html
https://www.ninds.nih.gov/Funding/Training-Career-Development
https://www.ninr.nih.gov/Training/TrainingOpportunitiesExtramural/
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National Library of Medicine (NLM)  
 
NIH Common Fund  
 
Office of Behavioral and Social Sciences Research (OBSSR)  
 
Office of Dietary Supplements (ODS)  
 
Office of Research on Women's Health (ORWH) 
 

 

  

https://www.nlm.nih.gov/ep/Grants.html
https://commonfund.nih.gov/
https://obssr.od.nih.gov/training/
https://ods.od.nih.gov/Research/Training.aspx
https://orwh.od.nih.gov/career/index.asp
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The Continuing Umbrella of Research Experiences   
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NCI Mentored Research Scientist Development Award to Promote Diversity 
(K01)  
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NCI Mentored Clinical Scientist Research Career Development Award to 
Promote Diversity (K08)  
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Exploratory Grant Award to Promote Workforce Diversity in Basic Cancer 
Research (R21) 
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Basic Research in Cancer Health Disparities (R21/R01) 
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Basic Research in Cancer Health Disparities (R21/R01)  
Continued 
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Training Navigation 
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Intramural Continuing Umbrella of Research Experiences (iCURE) 
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Intramural Continuing Umbrella of Research Experiences (iCURE) Continued 
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          Research Supplements to Promote Diversity in Health-Related Research 
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K Award Self-Check Questions 

K Award Biosketch 
 

1. What should be included in my Contributions to Science (section C)? What if my scientific 
contributions to date are limited? 

2. What should be included and avoided in my Research Support section?   
3. Do you recommend keeping a “master Biosketch” that is continuously updated? Should I tailor 

my Biosketch to fit a specific funding opportunity?   

K Award Research Plan 
 

1. How much effort/time should I put into developing the Research Plan section relative to the 
other sections of the K award application?  

2. How do I integrate and align the training activities proposed in my Career Development Plan 
(CDP) with my Research Plan?  

3. What is considered innovative? How do I incorporate innovation into my Research Plan?  
4. Why do I need to propose alternative strategies when I know that my proposed research plans 

will work?  
5. How do I incorporate a rescue strategy into my Research Plan? 

 
K Award Career Development Plan 
 

1. What types of training activities should I include in my Career Development Plan?  
2. Have I discussed my Research Plan and required didactic training required for my CDP with my 

mentor(s)?  
3. Have I discussed my publication record with my mentor(s) and established a plan for publishing 

my work?  
4. Am I increasing my mentoring experience by participating in mentoring activities (e.g., 

mentoring of undergraduates and graduate students)?  
5. Have I discussed with my mentor(s) regarding identifying grant writing workshops/tutorials, 

networking, and collaboration opportunities? 
 
K Award Mentors/Co-Mentors/Institutional Environment 
 

1. How do I select/approach/build a complementary mentoring team for my application? 
2. If I cannot achieve a specific training goal at my institution, how do I incorporate another 

institutional environment in my training plan?  
3. Should a mentor have NIH funding to be considered and what is the ideal number of mentors I 

should have?  
4. Should the institutional commitment letter include an institutional commitment for a tenure 

track position?  
5. What is the role of the Scientific Advisory Committee? 
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